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J 05 . Hep. WilUam M. Col- 
■ -^Misa.y, the man 
w|^’ brought Elahhait , Miller 
to!* WaafalngtoUi ,Uie 1 high 
poM of 40.year8 in Con- 
gi^ss was hervlce as chatr- 
mi& of a select House coni^ 
^^e ?q^ted in ^l^prld 
vrfttM “ help conve^iftigm' 

: a ^i^^^^lBato,;.!pei^^gjfl■' 
’ e^nomy, ' ~ ''i'X''". ' 

Colmer, chairman of the 
H4iise Rules Commltte, the 
powerful .traffic cop that 
clears all ' major legislation 
to!*the 'House floor and can 
-kl]| bills Uy : not acting; re- 
flated on his career; to a 
taped interview; last week, 

' one el *' ^i^es with depart- 
ing House^patrldrchs. 

|*or the . Post-War , Eco- 
nomic ‘PQUey and Planning 
Cdtnmittee, ColmmMrted un-' 
suecessful^.tO hire Bernard 
.Bt^eh as bis staff director, 
'seffied instead fair Marion 
Folsom, later a Secretary of 
Health, Education and Wel- 
fare under President' BUsen- 
ho^er. They;. held hearings 
here, traveled, through Eu-' 
rope after tbewar, met Sta- 
UiSbut not ehurchlll (“the 
greatest of them all in my 
book”), whose government 



had just been voted out of 
power. • ' 

I In 1946, Colmer was In- 
• vited to dinner with Ohurch- 
if ill who was visiting ffiends 
in Florida as a private dtl- 
zeh. Colmer| Mid, he,_told 
Churchill how much he had 
admired a wartime -speech 
to Congress by the then 
Prime Minister. ^ 
“Well, I’ve got another 
one 1 1 . want to .make,” 
Churchill said Colmer took 
I .this word back to Speaker 
i Sam Rayburn,' who was en- 

i thusiastic about another 
congressional / appearance. 
-But the State Department 
aquglched the idea for fear 
of offendtog-^the new British 
Labor government of Clem- 
V-ent Atltee. . 

I “So Churchill went to Ftil- 
I ton, Missouri, and made hte 
I Iron Curtain speech there 
I instead of to Contpress,” said - 

iCjoimen' 

’ . Colmer eaine td Washings 
•' toh wlth Franklin D, Roose- 
• velt in 1933. “I didn’t run 
as a New Dealer. I ran on an 
economy platform. We both 
ran on it. That’s when Roose- 
velt said Hopyer was a 
spendthrift The first major 
piece of legislation I voted 
' for that Roosevelt 'recom- 
mended was:, the, economy 
bill. And it almost proved to 



be my last because it cut 
bac^, aU veterans and fed- 
eral "^^mployees, including 
members of Congress, 15 
per cent Boy; when I came 
up for re-election/ ithose 
boys (veteran^) jumped me. 
I had five opponents, one of 
them an old fraternity mate 
of mtoe.'. Someone said to 
him, ‘Yopr’re , not going to 
run against ;)^ip>’’. He said, 
‘Hell, yes, somebo^s going 
to beat him. It Mgnt as weU 
• be me.’ 

.. “At any rate, I survived 
that. I didn’t leave Roose- 
velt Roosevelt left me. Don’t 
misunderstand me. I voted 
for -practically everything 
Roosevelt reconunended 
those first - few years be- 
cause , , . we were trying to 
get out of the slump. The 
country was to bad shape 
and somebody had to do 
something.” ' - 

sh:;^ianp priming; / I sup- 
ported it But I’ve said many 
times since then that we 
keep priming the pump in 
good times as well as bad 
times, and we’re going to 
wind up there isn’t going to 
be any water in the well.” 
Colmer had gone on the 
Rules Committee in 1939, 
but was. bumped off when 
Republicans took control in 
1947. Speaker Sam Rayburn 
“wasn’t too. keen” about the 





coiuemtive ' Colmer going 
tuudc on SolM in 1949 when 
the Democrats came b^ck. 
“But John McCormack was.” 
McCohnack, then majority 
leads’, was s,BostpnJliberaL 
IU«rburn dirt 

farmer. 

“Well, John was a grtat 
guy fs helping his friends: 



for the past six years, he 
could delay or try to gut a 
bill by clearing it unds a 
rule making a conservative 
npn-germane proposal in 



And he was a . sticker .-for «*^nier m a floor substitute. 



foUor^ precedent And 
the precedent was that you 
go back. This isn’t soteC' 
thing I rd Want put in the 
Methodist recsd down 
home, but John and I be- 
longed^ to the same poker, 
club. He was a good poker 
plays and I WM a playerf ^-'- 
' “Sam didn’t make ^teo- 
much fuss about it . He 41d,\: 
, later u^n^tjiey stocked 
-;:comi^titefc!£.Uln IMl >f|w , 
burn enlarged ' the ’ .Buies'^- 
Conunlttee and broke the 
consen^ve • Bepubllcan- 
Dixie control | that 'had 
blsked inu^ libsal leglkta- 
tionfai the Iste 1950s. 

' The Buies Committee has 
jbeen, much tamS unds Col- 
fner^largel^ b^use hei IS’ 
hemmed in by new rules and ^ 
is outvoted. But as chairman 



*T said from the beg innin g 
I was getod coopsate 
with the ieadaahlp to the 
fullest extent except where - 
a matts of grave prlnolple 
was involved. And on those , 
things' rdldii^ttiou^.When , 
I found 01 ^ going tp : 

be overridden Td look for a j 
good plach to' UBbt.’’ 4«vfe: ' ■ ! 

“Uke the N«(P;o who was 1 

‘Well, when I see hea going : 
to throw me, I get <fU.‘ I’ve - 
done some of that, but on " 
the whole I ^hlnk I’ve coop- 
erateti with ' the leadership 
of both McCormack and 
(Csl) Albert. They both say 
I did, anyhow.” , ..r V- 

-i" Uke his predecessors,, Col- a 
mer would nss ' concede ; 
that the rules Committee ' 



should serve only a proce- ' 
' dwal function fw the lead- 
i ership. He thinks a Buies 
- ComMttee member should 
vote against a bill if he 
thinks it bad,, despite the 
rfset that his President, his 
: 'party leadership and the leg- 
iidatl'ia etenmittealtt charge 
: wants it. ■I’."' 

j ' “Legislation , is often the 
iiosijdt’.of.some national or 
local 'hysteriA Something 
becomes very popular over- . 
night, so everybo^ wants to 
: get on ^the ,,,bimdwkgon. 1,, 
[think one w the j^ipe pur-,' 



poses of the Buies Commit- 
tee is thai it can slow down 
hastily reported legislation. 
If I'm convinced it’s not 
good f<n',,i,tho .country,' , I 
should exercise what power ? 
I have to slow it down a lit- 
tle bit. - JVe’ve got pretty 
good results, that wmr [at . 
times.”.:s.'T7l!«'‘S^ %T * 

' .Colmer” mentioned , this 
year’s minimum wage faiU. 
i'LheM that- for -a longtime : 
without programming it 
And then wu finally got to 
jhu point r of the Erlenborn 
substitute, ' making that in 



plwslcal^ irosemblahce [ta . 
some '.things in common*' 
thou^ my son was liever as - 
. ;■[ 'aggre^ve ( ' .as.y'Keimedy.; 
4:Wh«niKennedyi^it 'Came',.- 
herh, .d[,Wdnt Jin?, .mt : 
down.by .him [(onthe.House 
..floor) had ‘i''tdidt iwth 
Y him;- fcyouYiget^ the 

poljti^ warmth* ^tCohner - 
,, never even j.votpA-; fjw^,y»t! - ? 
' ' Peace ;Cotps,' which Swgent : , 
■. ShrivS’ , aoW^to -man;f. old , ; 
‘ “wtfyas. 



'>'j4-.Beic|use ' of : his . ^ 

ship, Colmer has'-, had - g 
closer [ oftieial - .oohn^cn’ 
with Frosident Itixom .who, .;: 
has been toeach of.Golmer’s IjJ^ . 
annual seafood luneh^'',;'. V . 

Did he servd catflshTriiiyi' , 
i . . "No. Hell, no, ki 

ttf ’ roaa^^ 

' He’s prejudiced. r:lik#'|cesb-^ 
water.fish, but not cat^ih.’i . i! 

So how *iiid imUiaitt B. ' - 
(Flshbait) , Miller .‘let to ^ 

: V^ashlhjEtph and rlse to the-. . 

■ ' ifeiSifla^ear ‘ position , of?*' 
Doorkeeper ; of . tile House?' , 
.. (It’s ‘the ..Pohrteaw iw;h^ j , 
'. bawHoiit the names df'ihes- --i 
. idents. Ind fbrHgn digbitfr- 
' ieg: as thby eht^the. He^' '' , 

" chamber to address a jbmt 
■ ■ 'session' of Con^tess;)'',-. - 

Back hoihe; in Pasbamhia, ■ j 
?had--'aSf.UiWj' dfffch'fn|ht. . v- 
'SCibss* '..Bfom ■*a*'dtim^»r«’^'i3'> ; 
‘‘ said Cfolmer, “and nahhait'cit 
,'Ued.. to bring me dga^.ahdY 
ilttmoiraipbWj;€6ttii^^ : -y 
^Uta: He' wiss in hlgh'-'ichbcd. - 
'When he finished school,'! ' 
said, ‘Balt, what ya gonna do -.t 
\ now?’ Miller, fdven th’e , ,r 
'' name because he was 'then .v 
so small, said hewimted to ,> 
go to junior college but ' >4 
didn’t have anymoney.^.. 

- 4 Colmer Yhe^ed ', him fliiet '- 
started :and.tlwt same' year ^ , 
ran for Con^sS.. jls^alt 
^ came back to driye -Jdm 
; around campalgnth|;.4()hee - 
he' got to Congress, Gdlmer ; 
got Word that . . Fishbait 
wanted to come, too- So he 
got him- a 'job ui the mall- 



onder/ That all took 
mphtbs.” The conservative 
. suhstitute of Bep. John Er- 
lenbom (B-IU.) passed the 
House, ..sa stronger, bill 
passed the Senate and the 
measure finally died with-' 
out^gdhig to conference. 

‘ 'SM favorite .PreSident?[ 

^On-a personal basis, purely, ' 

Jade [ Kennedy. There’s a. 

‘ story back of ^t, not worth 
wiiting' about, but i have a 
son who is just a few years ' room and nshbalt was on 

They-‘had somew^f.of a^j'^said.Pc^er ' ■ 

• ■ ( ■' [."■li [K ' -bw' i l i' 
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